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accustomed already to go secretly and cunningly to work. For
hours and opportunity I will take thought; only henceforth you
must play the part that I prescribe to you. Who knows what cir-
cumstances may arise to help us ? If Norberg would arrive even
now, when Wilhelm is away ! Who can hinder you from thinking
of the one in the arms of the other ? I wish you a son, and good
fortune with him; he will have a rich father."

These projects lightened Mariana's despondency only for a
very short time. She could not bring her situation into harmony
with her feelings, with her convictions; she would fain have for-
gotten the painful relations in which she stood, and a thousand
little circumstances forced them back every moment to her recol-
lection.

CHAPTEE XIII.

IN the mean time, Wilhelm had completed the small prelimi-
nary journey. His merchant being from home, he delivered the
letter of introduction to the mistress of the house. But neither
did this lady give him much furtherance in his purposes; she was
in a violent passion, and her whole economy was in confusion.

He had not waited long till she disclosed to him, what in truth
could not be kept a secret, that her stepdaughter had run off with
a player; a person who had parted lately from a small strolling
company, and had stayed in the place, and commenced teaching
French. The father, distracted with grief and vexation, had run to
the Amt to have the fugitives pursued. She blamed her daughter
bitterly, and vilified the lover, till she left no tolerable quality
with either: she deplored at great length the shame thus brought
upon the family; embarrassing our hero not a little, who here felt
his own private scheme beforehand judged and punished, in the
spirit of prophecy as it were, by this frenzied sibyl. Still stronger
and deeper was the interest he took in the sorrows of the father,
who now returned from the Amt, and with fixed sorrow, in broken
sentences, gave an account of the errand to his wife; and strove
to hide the embarrassment and distraction of his mind, while,
after looking at the letter, he directed that the horse it spoke of
should be given to Wilhelm.

Our friend thought it best to mount his steed immediately^
and quit a house, where in its present state he could not possibly
be comfortable; but the honest man would not allow the son of